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Meet	  the	  teacher	  It	  was	  really	  good	  to	  see	  so	  many	  of	  you	  
taking	  the	  opportunity	  to	  drop	  and	  say	  ‘hello’	  to	  your	  
child’s	  new	  teacher	  earlier	  this	  week.	  	  

It	  has	  also	  been	  lovely	  to	  see	  lots	  of	  you	  coming	  into	  class	  
with	  your	  child	  first	  thing	  to	  make	  sure	  they	  are	  settled	  and	  
ready	  for	  the	  day.	  You	  are	  very	  welcome	  and	  we	  love	  
having	  you	  in	  school.	  

Pupil	  Progress	  Meetings	  During	  this	  week	  Mr	  Wilkinson	  
and	  I	  have	  been	  meeting	  the	  teachers	  to	  talk	  about	  their	  
classes,	  particularly	  looking	  at	  children	  whose	  results	  at	  the	  
end	  of	  last	  year	  suggested	  that	  they	  may	  be	  in	  danger	  of	  
falling	  behind.	  	  

We	  looked	  at	  things	  we	  can	  do	  to	  help,	  and	  this	  may	  
involve	  them	  getting	  some	  extra	  time	  with	  the	  teacher	  or	  
us	  sending	  home	  some	  additional	  activities	  for	  them	  to	  
work	  on	  with	  you.	  We	  will	  let	  you	  know	  if	  this	  is	  the	  case	  
for	  your	  child.	  

If	  your	  child	  is	  involved	  it	  does	  not	  mean	  there	  is	  anything	  
to	  worry	  about,	  as	  we	  are	  aiming	  to	  put	  things	  in	  place	  for	  
the	  children	  before	  there	  is	  a	  problem.	  	  

Federation On Tuesday mornings the heads and deputies from both schools meet to make 
sure the Ladysmith Federation is making a positive difference to the way our schools work 
together. 
So far we have agreed to make sure any fundraising and dressing up events are the same 
across both schools, and to limit these to a few key ‘national’ events, which we will tell you 
about well in advance. 
 
We have also planned our first Federation Assembly for the 10th October, where we will be 
getting all the children together to celebrate being part of the Ladysmith family. We will let you 
know all about how it goes – over 700 children singing and spending time together sounds 
really exciting! 

Clubs	  Apologies,	  but	  we	  have	  
had	  a	  bit	  of	  a	  false	  start	  with	  
our	  planned	  after	  school	  clubs.	  
We	  are	  looking	  into	  some	  more	  
providers	  at	  the	  moment,	  and	  
will	  be	  sending	  home	  a	  list	  as	  
soon	  as	  we	  can.	  

We	  have	  got	  some	  really	  good	  
contacts	  and	  ideas,	  but	  if	  you	  
know	  of	  (or	  work	  for)	  any	  really	  
good	  organisations	  that	  run	  
clubs	  for	  children	  could	  you	  let	  
us	  know.	  



 
 
 

	  

	  

Buddies	  The	  children	  in	  Year	  3	  and	  
Year	  5	  have	  been	  getting	  together	  
this	  week	  to	  pair	  up	  as	  buddies.	  
They	  spent	  a	  bit	  of	  time	  together,	  
sharing	  a	  book	  and	  getting	  to	  know	  
each	  other.	  	  

Some	  of	  the	  Y5	  children	  (pictured	  
below)	  told	  me	  about	  it:	  

‘The	  other	  day	  we	  met	  our	  buddies.	  
They	  brought	  books	  to	  read,	  and	  
most	  of	  them	  wanted	  to	  read	  them.	  
Some	  just	  wanted	  to	  do	  puzzles,	  
which	  was	  fun.	  After	  reading	  some	  
of	  us	  drew	  pictures,	  but	  some	  of	  us	  
ran	  out	  of	  time	  so	  we’ll	  have	  to	  do	  
that	  next	  time.	  	  

Since	  we	  met	  the	  other	  day	  we	  have	  
seen	  our	  buddies	  either	  on	  the	  way	  
to	  school	  or	  in	  the	  playground.	  It	  
was	  good	  when	  they	  smiled	  at	  us.	  

When	  we	  were	  in	  Y3	  we	  used	  to	  hug	  
our	  buddies.	  We	  don’t	  mind	  hugs,	  
although	  some	  of	  us	  would	  prefer	  a	  
high	  5!	  

It’s	  good	  being	  buddies	  and	  we	  
hope	  the	  Y3	  children	  like	  it	  as	  well’.	  

Breaktime snacks Unfortunately, unlike Infant 
Schools, our children do not receive free fruit in the 
mornings. They are welcome to bring their own 
snack for breaktime but please restrict this to fruit or 
vegetables, and keep other healthy items for their 
lunchbox. 

 

Lunchtimes	  I	  have	  been	  really	  impressed	  by	  the	  range	  of	  
games	  and	  activities	  the	  children	  get	  up	  to	  at	  lunchtimes.	  
We	  have	  a	  shed	  full	  of	  large	  play	  equipment,	  and	  the	  
children	  seem	  to	  particularly	  enjoy	  rolling	  down	  the	  
gentle	  slope	  on	  little	  wheeled	  boards	  –	  they	  get	  up	  just	  
enough	  speed	  for	  it	  to	  be	  exciting,	  without	  risking	  hurting	  
themselves	  when	  bumping	  into	  things.	  They	  share	  the	  
equipment	  really	  well,	  taking	  turns	  and	  cooperating	  with	  
each	  other.	  
	  
We	  have	  been	  lucky	  enough	  with	  the	  weather	  to	  use	  the	  
field	  every	  day	  so	  far	  this	  term.	  Lots	  of	  the	  children	  have	  
been	  playing	  football,	  but	  there	  have	  also	  been	  
parachute	  games,	  chase	  and	  some	  lovely	  role	  play	  games.	  
	  
Other	  children	  enjoy	  sitting	  and	  chatting	  or	  reading,	  and	  
there	  are	  plenty	  of	  little	  spaces	  around	  the	  playground	  
for	  them	  to	  do	  so.	  
	  
My	  first	  impression	  is	  that	  the	  children	  behave	  very	  well	  
at	  lunchtime,	  and	  are	  polite	  and	  respectful	  to	  the	  adults	  
that	  work	  with	  them.	  They	  follow	  the	  routines	  that	  let	  
them	  know	  when	  it	  is	  their	  turn	  to	  go	  into	  the	  dining	  hall,	  
and	  help	  the	  younger	  children	  if	  they	  are	  not	  quite	  sure	  
what	  to	  do.	  
	  
There	  is	  a	  large	  and	  committed	  team	  of	  Meal	  Time	  
Assistants	  who	  work	  with	  the	  children,	  who	  are	  all	  very	  
kind	  and	  patient.	  One	  of	  our	  Teaching	  Assistants,	  Mr	  
Womersley,	  has	  also	  been	  running	  different	  clubs	  every	  
day,	  and	  will	  continue	  to	  be	  doing	  so	  for	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  
year.	  He	  is	  around	  the	  playground	  at	  breaktime,	  making	  
sure	  those	  that	  want	  to	  join	  him	  get	  their	  ‘pass’	  to	  allow	  
them	  to	  go	  to	  the	  front	  of	  the	  lunch	  queue.	  
	  
	  

Have	  a	  lovely	  weekend	  

Roy	  Souter	  
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